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KEYNOTE PRESENTERS

Flo Longhorn is a Principal Consultant in special education with particular interest in very special children, working with and for them for over 40 years. She has written 17 books based on multi sensory approaches to learning. Flo is a hands on practitioner working in the UK and also in faraway lands. She is also a great grandmother, beekeeper and lives by the sea in Belgium.

In her keynote presentation, Flo will take us on a multi sensory journey showing how all babies and young children sense, perceive and learn about the sensory work that surrounds them, highlighting the Portage Principles along the way. She will guide us into the sensory work of the brain, showing how the neuroscientist gives evidence of how all children develop and learn through their senses. She will also dip into our brains too! She will then take us into the sensory systems through a wealth of practical materials – bottles, bags, baskets, shoeboxes, umbrellas, parachutes and pockets …….. building up resources and ideas to enthral the young learner, capture their attention and lead them on to amazed engagement!

Mollie White is the National Portage Association (NPA) Honorary Consultant, and during her many years within Portage has held a wide range of titles and jobs both nationally and locally in Winchester where she is currently Chair of Governors of Lanterns Nursery School and Children’s Centre, specialising in inclusive practice.

Mollie is a founder member of the NPA, lobbying government, initially for Education Support Grant Funding to develop Portage service provision across the country, as well as for the recognition of the importance of parents in our work with children.

In her keynote presentation, Mollie will revisit our Portage beginnings and explore the influence of families on the development of Portage as a service focused on the child’s day-to-day world: home. Parents were central to Portage from the beginning. Their role as potential partners with professionals in supporting and promoting their child’s development became a reality through Portage, generating a profound effect on accepted practice as we know it today. What was it about the Portage model that made it so effective? Mollie will look at Portage today, the principles that continue to underpin our practice and the challenges we face for the future and she will argue how the model we share can inform practice beyond the home and play a leading role in creating an inclusive, welcoming and cohesive world for our children.

Simon Burnham is a Senior Educational Psychologist in Portsmouth and a tutor on the professional training course for educational psychologists at Southampton University. He has been a Portage Supervisor, an education advisor to the city’s Adoption Panel and chair of Portsmouth’s multi agency ADHD strategy group. Before undertaking his training as a psychologist Simon was a teacher in junior and primary schools for seven years. He is the Author of Let’s Talk – Using Personal Construct Psychology to Support Children and Young People.

In his keynote presentation, Simon will be examining the ways in which our approaches to dealing with children’s behaviour are intertwined with the quality of the relationships we have with them. ‘Always, Often, Sometimes’ offers a structure for analysing how we relate to children, a starting point for improving those relationships and an explanation for why some behaviour ‘strategies’ work and others don’t. The session will challenge and encourage participants to consider the first principles and

assumptions that underpin their work and relationships with children and ways in which they can support others to reflect in the same way.

