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Portage and Early Years Development Day
at
The Priory Rooms, Quaker Meeting House
40 Bull Street, Birmingham, B4 6AF
On
Friday 26th February 2027






The National Portage Association (NPA) invites you to attend a Portage and Early Years Development Day. 
Registration will start at 10.00am and the day will finish at 4.00pm. 
We do kindly ask, to avoid disruption during the Keynote speaker presentation that you stay for the full presentation. 
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]Full timetable to follow.
Keynote Presentation
Beyond Inclusion: Creating Cultures Where Every Child Matters
Delivered by Cheryl Warren
About the Keynote speech
What if inclusion was measured not by what we provide, but by how every child feels? This keynote explores the powerful connection between neurodiversity-affirming practice, inclusion and mattering, challenging educators to move beyond compliance towards cultures of genuine belonging. Through powerful stories, practical strategies and evidence-informed practice, Cheryl demonstrates how relationships, environments and everyday interactions communicate to children, families and colleagues that they are valued, understood and important. Delegates will leave inspired to create spaces where difference is expected, strengths are celebrated and every child experiences the life-changing message: You belong here. You matter.
About Cheryl
Cheryl Warren is an award-winning neurodiversity-affirming trainer, consultant, author and international keynote speaker, and the founder of Aperion Training. Passionate about creating cultures where every child feels safe, valued and that they truly matter, Cheryl supports early years settings, schools and organisations to move beyond compliance towards genuine inclusion and belonging. Through evidence-informed practice, lived experience and engaging storytelling, she inspires audiences to rethink behaviour, relationships and learning environments. Cheryl is the author of Neurodiversity in Early Years and is recognised nationally for helping professionals create lasting, meaningful change for children, families and educators.
Seminar Choices
(You will have the opportunity to attend 2)
Seminar A 
The Ingredients of a Super Sensory Story
Delivered by: Dr Joanna Grace, The Sensory Projects
About this Seminar
Sensory stories have long been the hidden gem of special education, these concise narratives that partner text with sensation offer access to stories that is not reliant on language – and they are lots of fun!
In this seminar Dr Jo Grace will lead us through why sensory engagement work, like sensory stories, is so valuable in early development for: cognition; communication; mental wellbeing; engagement; memory and more. And we will learn the two essential ingredients to a really super sensory story.
About Dr Joanna Grace
Dr Jo Grace is a sensory engagement, inclusion and belonging specialist. Author, trainer, Researcher and Founder of The Sensory Projects www.TheSensoryProjects.co.uk
Jo has a background in special education and has spent time as a foster carer to children with complex disabilities. She has a master’s in special education and a PhD in identity and belonging for/with people with profound disabilities.
In all she does Jo is seeking to contribute to a world where people are understood in spite of their differences.
Jo is autistic, and active across social media always welcoming new connections.
Seminar B 
Making Every Minute Count: Child-Centred Portage Visits and Meaningful Assessment 
Delivered by: Emma Pinnock and Stephen Kilgour, Essential Education Group and Tapestry
About this Seminar
When Portage time is limited to a weekly visit, how can we make every minute count? This practical and reflective seminar explores ways to balance purposeful intervention, engaging experiences and gathering meaningful information about children’s learning and development. We will consider how child-centred assessment can help us see what really matters to each child, while ensuring our professional understanding of child development remains rigorous. Through discussion and practical examples, we will explore how observation, interaction and responsive assessment can be adapted to individual children without losing sight of developmental knowledge. Participants will leave with ideas to strengthen both their practice and assessment approaches.
About Emma
Emma Pinnock is an experienced education leader with over 20 years of teaching and leadership experience across a range of educational settings. Specialising in SEND, neurodiversity, and autism, she previously led a specialist provision for children with autism and is recognised as an author, national speaker, governor, trustee, and thought leader within the SEND sector.
Drawing on this expertise, Emma founded Essential Education Group Ltd, a specialist SEND audit, consultancy, and training organisation focused on inclusion, neurodiversity, and system-led improvement.
About Stephen
Stephen Kilgour is the SEND advisor for Tapestry and spends his time providing free training and support on various aspects of SEND and child-centred assessment. Stephen taught in schools for 15 years, including seven years as a deputy head teacher and early years lead at the Outstanding Cherry Garden School in London. He is the author of The Inclusive Early Years Educator.
Seminar C
Communication Beyond the Playroom: Supporting Interaction Through Everyday 
Routines 
Delivered by: Dipaley Patel, Happy Chatters
About this Seminar
This practical seminar explores how experienced Portage practitioners can embed communication support within the everyday routines of children and families. Building on existing practitioner knowledge, we will consider how to identify meaningful communication opportunities, follow the child’s lead and adapt approaches to individual communication profiles, interests, sensory needs and regulation. The session will explore modelling within natural interactions and the practitioner’s role in coaching parents to recognise and build on communication opportunities throughout the day. 
Using practical examples, we will consider how familiar routines can support functional communication, strengthen parent confidence and encourage generalisation across people, activities and everyday environments.
About Dipaley
The founder and Managing Director of Happy Chatters, Dipaley specialises in supporting autistic children in the early years. She is passionate about helping children develop their communication skills and empowering parents to feel confident in supporting communication through everyday interactions. She believes that ordinary routines and playful moments can provide valuable opportunities for children to listen, connect, take turns and express themselves. Through her work, she supports families to recognise and build on these opportunities within everyday life, helping communication to become a natural part of children’s experiences. Outside of work, she enjoys spending time with her two Pomeranians.
Seminar D
The Parent Behind the Child: Supporting Confidence, Resilience and Wellbeing in Portage 
Delivered by: Sue Atkins – Childhood & Parenting Expert
About this Seminar
Portage is built around supporting the child within the family, but the confidence and wellbeing of the parent or carer can shape what happens between visits. In this practical, interactive seminar, Sue Atkins explores how practitioners can support the parent behind the child: strengthening confidence, reducing overwhelm and helping families build calm, realistic routines that work in everyday life. Drawing on her experience as a childhood and parenting expert, teacher and former Deputy Headteacher, Sue will share practical approaches for home visits, including language that builds trust, ways to encourage resilience without adding pressure, and small, achievable steps that help parents feel capable, connected and supported.
About Sue
Sue Atkins is a childhood and parenting expert, author, broadcaster and speaker with more than 20 years’ experience supporting parents and professionals. A former teacher and Deputy Headteacher, she brings together child development, education and the everyday realities of family life. Sue is a familiar parenting voice across BBC radio and television, ITV and LBC, and is the author of several parenting books and practical resources for families. Her work focuses on confidence, connection, calm leadership and helping the adults around children feel equipped rather than overwhelmed. She is known for translating evidence and professional insight into warm, practical strategies that families can actually use.

The Venue

The Priory Rooms
 Quaker Meeting House
40 Bull Street
 Birmingham
 B4 6AF
https://www.theprioryrooms.co.uk/find-us/



Fees
Earlybird offer if booked by 18th December 2026:
Members £140+VAT / Non-members £185+VAT
Prices include lunch and refreshments.
Bookings after 18th December 2026:
Members £150+VAT / Non-members £195+VAT
Prices include lunch and refreshments.
**PLACES ARE LIMITED**
Bookings
A Booking Form with seminar choices form for each person wishing to attend should be completed and returned by email to:
conference@portage.org.uk
or post to
National Portage Association, Kings Court, 17 School Road, Hall Green, Birmingham, B28 8JG
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Invoices will be raised following receipt of booking forms and sent to the address given.  See terms and conditions of booking below.
NPA terms and conditions of booking:
· Full payment of the fee should be received within 30 days of the invoice.
· Second invoices issued to a different name and/or address will be subject to a charge of £5 per invoice.
· If a place is cancelled 30 days prior to the date of conference, a fee of £50 will be deducted from monies returned.
· In the event of a place being cancelled less than 30 days before the event, there will be no refund, and the full cost of the place will be charged. 
· If the whole event has to be cancelled, all monies paid will be refunded.
· By completing and returning a Booking Form, applicants agree to the terms and conditions stated here.
We look forward to welcoming you to the day!
National Portage Association
Registered Office: Kings Court, 17 School Road, Hall Green, Birmingham B28 8JG
0121 244 1807
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